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V&S Detroit Galvanizing LLC, of
Redford, Michigan has been hit
with $245,000 of proposed fines
by the Michigan Occupational
Safety and Health Administration
(MIOSHA) following a fatal crane
accident in 2009.

On 3 November, 2009, V&S
Detroit Galvanizing employees
were attaching parts to be gal-
vanised onto two 1.5USt racks.
The racks were supported by rack
stands. A crane operator moved
the first rack up and over employ-
ees who were hanging parts on
the second rack. The crane
clipped the rack stands, causing the remaining
rack to fall. A temporary employee, Darryl
Johnson, was caught and crushed under the
weight of the rack, resulting in his death.

The death followed a similar accident on 
21 October, 2008, when a V&S Detroit Galvanizing
employee received multiple fractures to his left
leg. A rack that was loaded with parts fell on
him and crushed his leg as a crane lifted another
rack off the same supporting pair of rack stands.
“This accident should have been a warning to
the company to alter their procedures to protect
their workers,” said Michigan Department of
Energy, Labor & Economic Growth director
Stanley Pruss.

“This tragic workplace fatality could have
been prevented. V&S Detroit Galvanizing knew
their rack system was unstable, and yet they
continued to expose their employees to daily
hazards during overhead crane operations,
which led to the death of this worker,” said
Pruss. “This failure to protect their workers will
not be tolerated. We are sending a clear message
to all employers that they must be proactive and
consistently protect their workers.”

MIOSHA has now concluded
its fatality investigation, as well as
a companion investigation at V&S
Detroit Galvanizing. As a result of
these two investigations, MIOSHA
has issued citations for 10 alleged
violations of MIOSHA regulations.
The combined citations for both
investigations include seven seri-
ous and three wilful serious viola-
tions. The combined penalty for
both investigations is $245,000.
This includes numerous violations

of General Industry Safety
Standard, Part 18, Overhead and
Gantry Cranes, such as a $70,000

penalty for moving the rack over the head of a
maintenance employee, a $70,000 penalty for
moving racks weighting 3,600 lb over the heads
of employees loading racks, a $7,000 fine for 
failing to install an audible warning device on
overhead cranes and a $7,000 fine for not under-
taking daily and periodic inspection of overhead
cranes.

A wilful violation is one committed with an
intentional disregard or plain indifference to the
requirements of MIOSHA regulations and
employee safety and health. A serious violation
exists where there is a substantial probability
that serious physical harm or death can result to
an employee.

V&S Detroit Galvanizing has 15 working
days from receipt of the citations to comply or
contest the violations and penalties.

“MIOSHA will not tolerate employers who
place their employees at risk of injury or death
and will take appropriate enforcement action to
protect workers," said MIOSHA director Doug
Kalinowski.
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The death at V&S Detroit Galvanizing is especially bothersome to the Hoosier Crane staff
because this accident could have been avoided (see other side of this flyer for the complete
story). Achieving a safe workplace doesn’t have to be expensive or time-consuming, especially
compared to the consequences of an accident. Call us today to learn more about the follow-
ing safety solutions.

Crane OSHA-Compliant Inspections and Maintenance
We use OSHA 1910.179, ASME B30.2, NEC and other applicable standards to accurately
perform and document your crane inspections. We can provide maintenance and repair,
if needed. 

Hoist OSHA-Compliant Inspections and Maintenance
We’ve invested in the Columbus McKinnon Corporation Hoist Technician Certification
program for our staff. The Hoist Certification’s on-site diagnostic and repair procedures meet
Coffing, CM, Yale, Budget, SHAWBOX, OSHA and ASME guidelines and enhance our ability
to create a safe work environment at your facility.

Harrington Hoists’ business development sales manager, Bret Lussow, has said a lack of
maintenance on hoists and crane systems is commonplace, and warned this can cause
“critical dangers.”

www.hoistmagazine.com

Overhead Crane Operator Training
Our two-to-three hour course provides your operators with the proper terminology and
operating practices to maintain a safe working environment for all of your employees.
Annual refresher courses are recommended to keep safety practices in front of your
employees, or any time you have a significant number of new employees.

Load Arrestors
Load arrestors prevent the accidental free-fall of loads, protect your personnel and materials,
and help achieve compliance to OSHA guidelines. We install two types of load arrestors and
will work with you to determine the best solution for your application(s). 

We strive to meet or exceed OSHA guidelines and the installation of load arrestors helped us
achieve our goal. Hoosier Crane has been our partner in installing load arrestors in all 21 of
our local and remote plants. They were responsible for every aspect of the project from
concept and design to fabrication and installation. Hoosier Crane did a great job for us.

Senior Manufacturing Engineer
RV & Mobile Home Manufacturer

Tether Tracks
We’re pleased to offer the Gorbel Tether Track—the Tether Track reduces the risk of injury in
elevated work environments. It was designed by qualified engineers to exceed the OSHA 1926
Subpart M Construction Standard as well as ANIS Z359 Fall Protection Code.

The systems were easy to install and they work smoothly, no hang ups. I’ve tested it myself.
It’s easy to move around and it’s easy to get used to working with it.”

Scott Smith
Safety Coordinator

Renegade / Kibbi, LLC

Call us today to get your safety program on track

Hoosier Crane’s Safety Solutions

Load Arrestors


